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Beaumont Hospital GP Communication Re Breast Implants
Dear GP

Recent international studies suggest that some patients who have been fitted with a textured breast implant are at risk of developing a cancer called Breast Implant Associated Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma (BIA-ALCL). This is a rare condition. 

Early symptoms of BIA-ALCL include a new and distinct swelling of the breast; you would notice this as a substantial change in the size of the affected breast which comes on rapidly over several days or weeks. The breast might feel tense or firm.

While there is a risk of developing BIA-ALCL this is a treatable condition when detected. 

Nationally, the HSE has established a taskforce group to examine this further and provide information to patients.

In Beaumont Hospital and in line with the HSE we are taking the following actions;

1. Writing to all our patients who have received a breast implant over the past 20 years to inform them of this new information 

2. A helpline has been established should they want to speak to someone about BIA-ALCL. 

This contact number is (01) 809 3999. Lines are open Monday – Friday 09:00 – 12:00 and 14:00 – 16:00.

3. A member of Beaumont Hospital will contact breast Implant patients in the coming days to confirm that you have received this letter.

4. An outpatient appointment will be offered to patients with various brands of textured implants.

5. The Hospital will continue to work with the HSE and our international colleagues to gain a further understanding of BIA-ALCL.

For further information on this topic please see below;

· http://www.beaumont.ie/breastimplanthelpline
· https://www.hpra.ie/homepage/medical-devices/special-topics/breast-implant-associated---anaplastic-large-cell-lymphoma-(bia-alcl) 

Yours Sincerely,
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Valerie Caffrey 




 
Chief Operations Officer, Beaumont Hospital 

